Bomnpocsl Teopuu u npakTuky KypHagaucTuku. 2024. T. 13, Ne 1. C. 107-124

YAK 070

EDN VVLRNK

DOI 10.17150/2308-6203.2024.13(1).107-124
Original article

Bibliometric Analysis of Turkish Journalism Theses
and Dissertations: Research Approach Transformation

Ozlem Delal Abanoz
Ondokuz Mayis University, Samsun, Turkey, ozlem.delal@omu.edu.tr

Abstract. The rapidly changing landscape in the media sector, driven by
the dynamic interplay of technology, communication systems, and societal
influences, is causing a profound paradigm shift in academic research fo-
cus. This study investigates the landscape of journalism theses and disserta-
tions in Turkey, spanning years, universities, types, subjects, keywords, and
methodologies. Our approach employs bibliometric analysis to illuminate the
transformation in research strategies within the journalism field. We collected
data from the Council of Higher Education Thesis Center, where all graduate
theses and doctoral dissertations are submitted through institutional channels
using a web scraping technique. Over 36 years (1985-2021), 1,709 graduate
studies were authored in journalism in Turkey. Our findings reveal that Is-
tanbul University and Marmara University were prolific publishers of doctoral
dissertations and master's theses, respectively. Predominant interdisciplin-
ary themes revolve around communication sciences, sociology, and politi-
cal communication. Notably, content analysis, discourse analysis, and field
research have emerged as the primary research methodologies in journalism.
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Hay4Haga ctatbs

BubnuomeTpuyeckKkumn aHanNM3 guccepraumm
no >XypHanucrtuke: TpaHccdopmauma nccnenoBaresribCKoro
noaxoaa (Ha npumepe Typuum)

Henan 360Hu O.
YHusepcutet OHpokys Maiibic, CamcyH, Typums, ozlem.delal@omu.edu.tr

AHHoTauus. ObnacTb XYpHanuMCTUKM MMEET OOMryt U nereHaapHyro
NCTOPUIO, Pa3BMBAIOLLYIOCS C MOSIBIIEHWEM TEXHOMOMMYECKUX AOCTUKEHUN.
OT ckpoMHOro Havarna ¢ MHpopMaLMOHHbIX BrONNETEHEN A0 HbIHELLHEN Lnd-
POBOW 1 B3aMMOCBA3aHHOW (POPMbI, XKYpHanmncTuka nocTosiHHO aganTupoBsa-
nacb K MeHsiowumca BpeMmeHam. B Typumm xypHanucTuka, Kak MHOrorpaH-
Has AMCUMNNnHA, cbirpana peLlaroLLyto posib B JOHECEHNN BaXHbIX COObITUN
1 nHdOopMaLmMmn oo Macc. OTO NPEBPATUNOCh B OTAEMNbHYO npodeccuio, 4To
NpYBENO K CO34aHMI0 CNeLManm3npoBaHHbIX yYpexxaeHun anst obpasoBaHns
N nNpodeccrnoHanbHOM NoaroToBKN. ATa TpaHcdopMaumsa BkoYaeT B cebs
co3faHue MNocCneaunIioMHbIX YYpexaeHUn, KOTopble CTanu HeoTbeMIemoWn
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YyacTbto hopMupoBaHust ccpepbl XKypHanuctuku. Mo mepe Toro, kak cdepa
XXYpHanucTckoro o6pasoBaHms paclumpsanace 1 oxeaTblBana CTyAeHTOB pas-
HOIo NPOUCXOXAEHUS N KAPbEPHbIX YCTPEMITEHNIA, TEXHOIOMMMU Chirpanu Kto-
YeBYI0 Posb B (HOPMMPOBAHMU TOTO, KaK MPenogaroT 1 U3y4vatoT XXypHanmcTu-
Ky. TexHonorm4eckne OOCTWDKEHUS He TOMbKO MOBMMANM Ha y4eby B knacce,
HO ¥ OKa3anu 3HauUTeNbHOE BIUSIHWE Ha UCCreqoBaHMs B 06nacTu XXypHanu-
CTUKW. DT CUMONOTUYECKME OTHOLLEHUS MEXAY TEXHOMOMUSIMU, XXYPHarnucT-
CKUM 0DpasoBaHMEM U MUCCrefoBaHUSAMU NPeacTaBnsaT cobon AnHamuye-
CKYI0 Cuny, koTopasi NpogormxaeT opmMupoBaTh ByayLiee XypHaNMCTUKN Kak
npodeccum n akagemMmny4eckon UCLUUNINHDI.

CospaHue Boicwero yde6Horo 3aBeaeHms (YOK) B 1980 r. cnoco6cTBo-
Baro MOMNy4YeHuo MOCreaMnnIIOMHOrO XXypPHaNmMCTCKOro obpasoBaHusl, 4TO
nossonuno oyayuimm npenogaBaTensiM NpoxoauTb 00yyYeHWe 3a rpaHuLen.
MocnegunnomMHble NporpamMMbl MO XypPHaNUCTMKE HaYanucb B TaknMX yHUBEp-
cuteTax, kak YHuBepcutet ['a3un, YHuBepcuteT AHkapbl 1 YHUBepcuTeT 3re.
Mo nocnegHum gaHHbIM, B Typumn Ha 60 dhakynbTeTax KOMMyHUKauumn ob-
yyaeTtca okono 67 000 cTygeHToB, YTO NOAYEPKMBAET 3HAYUTENBHYO POSib
3TUX Y4eOHbIX 3aBefeHUI B (DOPMUPOBAHMM KyPHaNMCTCKOro naHawadTa.

B atom wuccnepoBaHum ucnonb3oBancd OuMGrnMomMeTpuyeckuin noaxosn
ONs aHanu3a naHawadgTa MarmcTepcknx U OKTOPCKMX AUCcepTaLmii Mo Xyp-
HanucTtuke B Typuun. [laHHble Bbiny cobpaHbl 3 AMCCEPTALMOHHOrO LieHTpa
CoBeTa BbICLLIEro 06pa3oBaHus C yNOpoM Ha rof nyonvkaumm, [OYEPHUA YHN-
BEPCUTET, A3bIK, TUMN AUCCepTaLnW, NPeAMET, KIoYeBble CroBa MHAaeKcauum
n MeTogonorun ncenegosaHusa. Kpome toro, Anst OLEHKM OaHHbIX YHUBEPCU-
TETOB M METOA0B UCCe0BaHMS UCMONb30BariCa aHanm3 ABYCTOPOHHUX rpa-
¢oB, 4YTO JaBarno nNpeacTaBreHne 0 B3aMMOCBA3SAX MeXay yHUBepcuTeTamm
N X METOAAMM UCCNeOBaHNUS.

VccnenoBaHue BbISBUNO NSATb OTAENbHbIX PaKyNbTETOB, CBA3AHHbLIX C
XypHanuctukon B Typumu, B obwen crnoxHoctn ¢ 1 709 gocTynHbIMK Anc-
cepTauusimn. Pacnpepenenve gucceptauui no kadpegpam nokasarno, 4To
Hambornbllee KONMYeCcTBO auccepTauui 6uino Ha kadeapax XypHanucTUKu:
1 200 maructepckmx n 337 OOKTOPCKMX guccepTauui. 3aMeTHbIA poCT KO-
NNYeCcTBa HanMcaHHbIX guccepTauun Habnoganca B cepeguHe 2000-x rr., a
3HAUYUTEIbHbIV POCT KONMUYECTBA MarucTepCcKUx amccepTaummn Habnogancs B
2018 r. YH1BepcuTeTCKNn aHann3 nokasarn, 4to YHmBepcuteT Mapmapa nog-
rotoBun Gonblue BCEro MarucTepckux auccepraumi, B To Bpemsi kak Ctam-
OynbCKUI YHUBEPCUTET OOMMHUPOBAN B HanMMCaHWM LOKTOPCKMX AuccepTa-
umi. TemaTuka gucceprauuin BKoYana XypHanucTuKy, KOMMYHUKaTUBHbIE
HayKu, COLIMONOruIo, MONMUTUYECKME HAYKM U TenepaguoBellaHne. AHanu3
KMYeBbIX CIOB BbISABUI pacTyLliee BHUMaHue K Temam, CBA3aHHbIM C UHTep-
HETOM, coLmaneHbIMU CETIMU U HOBbIMU MeAIMa Ha MPOTSKEHUN MHOTUX NET.
OcHoBHble nccnegoBaTenbCkue MeTOAOMOMMU, UCMOSNb30BaHHbIE B 3TUX ANC-
cepTaumsx, BKIOYaNM KOHTEHT-aHanu3a, nonesble UCCNefoBaHUsa U aHanma
anckypca. KoHTeHT-aHanm3 okasancs Hanbonee pacnpocTpaHeHHbIM BblOO-
poM. HekoTopble gucceptauum BKIOYanM HECKONbKO MEeTOO0B MCCrnenoBa-
HWS, YTO yKa3blBaeT Ha pa3Hoobpasme NoaxonoB B UCCNELOBAHUN.

OBonouns XXypHanucTckoro obpasoBaHust B Typuun MMeeT [OMryo U
GoraTylo UCTOpMIO, MPU 3TOM pasBUTME Nporpamm MnocrneavniioMHoro ob-
pa3oBaHWsi UrpaeT 3HAYUTENbHYK POrb B YAOBMNETBOPEHMM NOTpebHoCcTeNn
XKYyPHanuMcTcKom nHayctpumn. 3to bnubnmometpmnyeckoe nccnegoBaHmne no3Bo-
nMno NonyyYnTb NpeacTaBneHve o6 3BONIOLMM akageMUYeckmx mccnenoBa-
HWI B 0BNacTu XXypHanuCcTUKLU U KOMMYHUKaLUmM NyTeM aHann3a TpaekTtopun
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anccepTaumoHHbIX UCCeaoBaHUi B aTon obnactu. PesynbTaTbl BbIABUMM
TEHOEHUMN, B TOM YMCME 3aMETHOE YBENMYEHME KONMYECTBA HaMMCaHHbIX
anccepTauui, pacnpegeneHve gucceprauumn no yHuBepcuTeTam n passutme
npeaMeTHbIX obnacten nccrnegoBaHun.

XoTsa 9TO UccnenoBaHue npegnaraeT LWWMPOKUIA B3rMsiA4 HA Marmctepckmne
N OOKTOPCKME AnccepTaumm B TYPELIKOWN XXYPHaNUCTUKE, BaXXHO NpU3HaTh ero
orpaHMyeHnst n noTeHunan gns Oyaywmx nccnegoBaHuin, Ytobbl rnyoxe mns-
YUUTb BIIUSIHUE TEXHONOMMYECKUX AOCTUXKEHUIM Ha 3TN AMccepTaumm n obe-

cneynTb Gonee NOSIHOE MOHUMaHWE 3TON AMHAMYKM.
KnioueBblie cnosa. XXypHanucTuka, guccepraumsi, GubnmoMeTpusi, aka-

Jemus, Mmetoq,.

MHdopmauma o ctaTbe. [ata noctynnenms 09 oktabpsa 2023 r.; gata
noctynneHus nocne gopabotkn 04 gekabps 2023 r.; gata NpUHATAS K nevaTn
16 nekabpsa 2023 r.; gaTa oHnarH-pa3meLleHmns 25 mapta 2024 .

Introduction

Journalism, which conveys impor-
tant events, developments, and facts
to large masses, has a long history in
practice. The adventure of journalism
started with newsletters and has un-
dergone a great transformation over
time with the articulation of techno-
logical developments. After a series of
developments such as paper, printing
press, telegraph, and telephone, this
area, which was affected by the inter-
net and computer technologies and
opened for personal use in the 90s,
has always played a vital role due to its
news function.

Journalism, a multifaceted disci-
pline responsible for conveying infor-
mation about one's immediate and
distant surroundings and actively con-
tributing to societal transformations,
has evolved into a distinct profession
over time. This evolution has accompa-
nied a growing recognition of the need
for formalized training within the field.
As the field of journalism advanced
and its scope expanded, the establish-
ment of dedicated institutions for edu-
cation and training became imperative.
In response, communication faculties
emerged as foundational entities de-
signed to cultivate qualified and knowl-
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edgeable professionals who could nav-
igate the complex realm of journalism.
However, this transition marked just
one phase in a broader transformation.
A subsequent and equally vital step
in this progression was the inception
of postgraduate institutions that pre-
pared educators and trainers to guide
the next generation of communication
professionals. These postgraduate in-
stitutions, specializing in communica-
tion education, played an integral role
in ensuring the continued growth and
development of communication facul-
ties and, by extension, the broader field
of journalism.

In the present era, journalism edu-
cation has expanded its footprint to
encompass a broad spectrum of edu-
cational levels, catering to students
from diverse backgrounds and career
aspirations. This educational journey
begins as early as high school and ex-
tends through various stages, includ-
ing associate degree programs, under-
graduate studies, advanced graduate
degrees, and even doctoral levels, with
private and public institutions contrib-
uting to this educational landscape.
One of the significant forces shaping
journalism education today is the ever-
advancing realm of technology. Tech-
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nological developments have proven
to be catalysts for change within the
journalism profession, and this trans-
formative impact is palpable in the
way journalism is taught and learned.
Curriculum design, teaching method-
ologies, and the tools and platforms
used in journalism education have all
evolved to reflect the demands of the
contemporary media environment.

The influence of technology is
not confined to the classroom alone.
It reverberates through the realm of
research and studies in journalism.
Scholars and researchers actively
explore the multifaceted relationship
between technology and journalism,
investigating how it has reshaped the
practice of journalism and the theoreti-
cal underpinnings of the field. This sym-
biotic connection between technology,
journalism education, and research
manifests as a dynamic and continually
evolving force in shaping the future of
journalism as both a profession and an
academic discipline.

This study seeks to trace the trajec-
tory of journalism development by ana-
lyzing a corpus of postgraduate theses.
Our methodology involves a multi-step
process. Firstly, we employ web scrap-
ing techniques to gather data from
diverse online sources. This method
allows for the collection of a comprehen-
sive dataset. Once collected, this data
undergoes rigorous analysis through
bibliometric approaches. Bibliometrics
is a powerful statistical method that
harnesses numerical data to scrutinize
and interpret academic outputs. Within
the framework of this study, we employ
bibliometrics to investigate postgradu-
ate theses in journalism.

To delve into the academic evolution
of journalism, one greatly influenced by
technological advancements, we me-
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ticulously examine the available theses
within the Council of Higher Education
Thesis Center's repository. Parameters
include the publication year, the respec-
tive university, department, thesis type,
research subject, index terms, and em-
ployed research methodologies.

This study aims to uncover aca-
demic trends in Turkish journalism
research by exploring which subjects
have received heightened attention
across different years, the method-
ologies prevalent in these studies, the
transformation of index terms (key-
words), and the discernible influence
of internet-based computer technolo-
gies on the chosen research subjects.
It provides a detailed and data-driven
portrait of journalism's evolution.

In this study's scope, we analyzed
1,709 postgraduate theses in journal-
ism, encompassing works available
for examination until the conclusion of
2021. Within this dataset, 1,331 theses
were dedicated to master's degrees,
while 378 pertained to doctoral studies.
Our primary aim was to ascertain the
prevailing trends in scientific inquiries
within this field.

Journalism Education in Turkey

In the wake of the Industrial Revo-
lution, the global need for education to
support diverse professions became a
central concern for higher education
institutions. The transformative forces
set in motion by the Industrial Revo-
lution necessitated the acquisition of
fresh skills and knowledge, compel-
ling higher education establishments
to pivot towards delivering pertinent
education tailored to a wide array of
vocations, including but not limited to
journalism, engineering, and medicine.

As the 19th century drew to a
close, an escalating demand emerged
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for vocational training within higher
education. Consequently, establishing
faculties and departments dedicated to
these fields became a paramount ob-
jective for higher education institutions.
These developments also led to the in-
clusion of communication education on
the agendas of higher education insti-
tutions [1, p. 149].

In this context, the United States
of America (USA) was the first country
to start training on communication [2,
p. 19]. The emergence of theoretical
studies in communication, commencing
in the United States during the 1920s,
initially concentrated on the traditional
communication mediums of newspa-
pers and radio, prevalent during that
era. These early inquiries delved into
subjects such as the press's societal
role, voting behavior, and radio re-
search, laying the foundational ground-
work for the field of communication ed-
ucation and research of the time.

Communication was conceived as
an interdisciplinary domain encom-
passing aspects of politics, psychol-
ogy, and sociology. Research endeav-
ors were dedicated to comprehending
phenomena relevant to these broader
fields and the distinctive realm of com-
munication itself. In the latter half of
the 20th century, the focus gradually
shifted towards direct communication
studies, with educational institutions
specializing in journalism, radio, televi-
sion, and cinema playing a pivotal role
in advancing the evolution of this mul-
tifaceted discipline. These institutions
played a crucial role in advancing our
understanding of communication and
its applications [3].

Compared to its Western counter-
parts, the institutionalization of commu-
nication studies in Turkey is relatively
recent. While journalist Ahmet Rasim
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first introduced the concept of jour-
nalism education in Turkey [4, p. 67],
Sedat Simavi, the President of the
Journalists' Association, undertook the
initial foray into this field. In 1947, he
addressed a formal request to the Rec-
torate of Istanbul University, advocating
for establishing journalism education.
The Rectorate positively responded to
Simavi's entreaty [5, p. 375]. Subse-
quently, informed by input and exten-
sive assessments from local and inter-
national scholars, the Senate created a
Journalism Institute under the auspices
of the Faculty of Economics on Novem-
ber 17-24 [6, p. 14].

When the Istanbul University Fac-
ulty of Economics Journalism Insti-
tute welcomed its inaugural class of
479 students in 1950, it encountered a
significant challenge in sourcing quali-
fied instructors. During that period, only
two individuals in Turkey had received
formal journalism training: Ahmet Emin
Yalman and Zekeriya Sertel. Regret-
tably, Yalman was unavailable to as-
sume teaching responsibilities, and
Sertel was abroad. Consequently, the
mantle of instructing these budding
journalists fell upon seasoned profes-
sionals such as Cevat Fehmi Baskut,
who served as the President of the
Journalists' Association, Hasan Refik
Ertug, Sikri Baban, Enis Tahsin Dil,
and Burhan Felek [5, pp. 375-376].

In addition to admitting recent high
school graduates, the Istanbul Uni-
versity Faculty of Economics Journal-
ism Institute also extended its doors
to individuals with at least two years'
experience working as journalists, irre-
spective of their prior educational back-
grounds. Subsequently, in 1960, the
Institute augmented the duration of its
educational programs to encompass a
three-year curriculum. Later, the educa-
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tion period was further expanded to four
years, leading to the transformation of
the Institute's name to the Istanbul Uni-
versity Journalism Public Relations Vo-
cational School. This milestone marked
the establishment of Turkey's inaugural
institution, setting a precedent for es-
tablishing analogous educational cen-
ters dedicated to the comprehensive
study of mass media, encompassing
newspapers and various other forms of
communication [7, p. 121].

The initial endeavor to broaden the
scope of press education at Istanbul
University was instigated by the Anka-
ra Journalists Association, advocating
that societal progress could be facili-
tated through enhanced communica-
tion, promotion, and interaction [ibid].
In pursuit of this vision, the associa-
tion sought to establish a school within
the Middle East Technical Univer-
sity (METU) in 1962, aiming to offer
university-level education to bolster the
professional growth of journalism prac-
titioners. Regrettably, their application
was declined, and instead, the Com-
munication Institute was founded with-
in the Faculty of Political Sciences at
Ankara University in the same year [6,
p. 15]. This decision was reached fol-
lowing an application made by the Fac-
ulty of Administrative and Economic
Sciences at METU to the United Na-
tions Technical Assistance Organiza-
tion, which subsequently forwarded the
request to UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization).

In 1965, the Law on Private Edu-
cation Institutions (numbered 625) was
ratified, opening the door for establish-
ing private educational institutions in
various fields, including communica-
tion and journalism. Consequently,
the Baskent School of Journalism was
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founded in 1967. This marked the ini-
tiation of a wave of private journalism
schools, with institutions such as the Is-
tanbul Journalism School and the Izmir
Karatas Private Journalism School
emerging in response to this legislative
shift [8, p. 1549].

In 1971, the Ministry of National
Education enacted a dedicated law
to reorganize private colleges in com-
munication and journalism, which had
drawn criticism for their seemingly hap-
hazard proliferation. As a result of this
legal overhaul, the Baskent School of
Journalism became an integral part
of the Ankara University Academy of
Economics and Commercial Sciences,
housed under the umbrella of the Jour-
nalism and Public Relations Vocational
School. Likewise, the Istanbul Journal-
ism School was incorporated into the
Istanbul Academy of Economics and
Commercial Sciences, while the izmir
Karatas Private Journalism School
found its place within the lzmir Acad-
emy of Economics and Commercial
Sciences [ibid, p. 118]. These national-
izations were perceived as a corrective
measure [5, p. 377].

In 1992, a significant amendment
to Law No. 2908 on Higher Education
Institutions, through Law No. 3837,
transformed several vocational schools
into faculties, marking a pivotal shift
in educational structures. As a result,
five press and broadcasting vocational
schools engaged in providing educa-
tion were rebranded as communication
faculties. This legislative change also
led to the establishment of the Faculty
of Communication at Selguk University
in Konya and the Faculty of Commu-
nication Sciences at Anadolu Univer-
sity in Eskisehir [7, pp. 122—123]. Fur-
thermore, a dedicated communication
faculty was inaugurated within Gala-
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tasaray University, a higher education
institution established in 1992, elevat-
ing the total number of communication
faculties to eight [5, p. 377].

The momentum towards special-
ization continued in 1993, with the
Higher Education Institution resolving
to introduce distinct departments within
the purview of communication facul-
ties. This decision facilitated the cre-
ation of departments such as general
journalism, press, and broadcasting
techniques, press economy and man-
agement, and information and com-
puter technologies, enriching the land-
scape of journalism education within
communication faculties [6, p. 25]. This
strategic move allowed for a more re-
fined and focused approach within the
expansive domain of journalism.

After establishing the Higher Edu-
cation Institution (YOK) in 1980, edu-
cational institutions in Turkey offering
communication programs embarked
on providing graduate-level journal-
ism education [9, pp. 1549-1550].
This advanced level of education holds
particular significance as it plays a
pivotal role in preparing educators for
communication faculties. To cultivate
instructors capable of teaching within
communication faculties, the first step
involved evaluating overseas educa-
tional opportunities to train future edu-
cators abroad. Subsequently, the sec-
ond step materialized with the passage
of the Higher Education Law in 1983,
enabling the launch of postgraduate
education programs within Turkey.
Master's and doctoral programs in jour-
nalism commenced at universities like
Gazi University, Ankara University, and
Ege University [6, pp. 25-26]. These
universities spearheaded graduate-
level communication education, with
programs housed in the social scienc-

ISSN 2308-6203

es institutes affiliated with their respec-
tive rectors.

In subsequent years, foundation
universities joined the educational
landscape, establishing faculties and
institutes offering journalism education
at undergraduate and graduate levels.
A comprehensive report from the Com-
munication Workers Solidarity Net-
work reveals that in Turkey, approxi-
mately 67,000 students are enrolled in
60 communication faculties [10].

Literature Review

Advancements in communication
technologies have dramatically en-
hanced web data extraction, allowing
access to vast troves of information
within minutes through many applica-
tions. This ease and speed of data ac-
cessibility, a pivotal development for
academic research, is also mirrored
in the evolving methodologies em-
ployed in scientific studies. Although
bibliometric analysis is a time-honored
technique, its utilization has surged
with technological progress, extend-
ing its application to diverse research
endeavors.

In a study titled “Analyse bibliomé-
trique des revues 'Canadian Journal
of Communication' et 'Communica-
tion' 1974-2005,” Ramirez employed
bibliometric analysis to scrutinize the
scholarly literature within Canada’s
communication realm. Published in
both the Canadian Journal of Commu-
nication and Communication journals,
this research represents one of sev-
eral instances where the bibliometric
analysis method has been harnessed
to explore literature in the field of com-
munication [11].

Another investigation conducted
by Ulu and Akdag [12] employed the
bibliometric analysis method to explore
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the communication domain. Their re-
search was centered explicitly on the
Selcuk Communication Journal and
examined various facets. This encom-
passed an analysis of the relationships
between the most prolific authors and
contributors to the journal, the author’s
institutional affiliations, the prevalence
of collaborative authorship, the aver-
age annual article output, the distribu-
tion of articles across publication years,
and the average number of references.
The study spanned from 1999 to 2013,
analyzing 467 articles. The findings re-
vealed that the most productive authors
were affiliated with Selguk University,
and a single individual authored a sig-
nificant proportion of the studies.
Another notable bibliometric ex-
ploration in journalism is the research
conducted by Pelivan [13], titled “A bib-
liometric analysis of master's theses on
newspaper news.” This study delved
into various dimensions, encompass-
ing the examination of departments,
subjects, theoretical approaches,
methodologies, and hypotheses. The
focus was directed towards the contex-
tual analysis of the year and university
associated with the theses dedicated to
newspaper news in Turkey, particularly
those addressing ideological aspects.
In their research, Atabek and Ata-
bek [14] conducted a bibliometric anal-
ysis to assess the body of Turkish jour-
nalism literature across five academic
journals. Their investigation, which
scrutinized 558 articles, revealed that
most of the articles were single-au-
thored, and the research methodology
was often insufficiently articulated in
these articles. Furthermore, the study
identified that the most frequently cited
sources were of Turkish origin [14].
Avsar [15] performed a bibliomet-
ric analysis on SSCl-indexed articles
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from the Web of Science (WoS) data-
base to investigate the academic land-
scape pertaining to social media. His
research, which encompassed publi-
cations from 2000 to 2020, identified a
noticeable upward trend in articles ad-
dressing various aspects of social me-
dia over the two-decade period.

In a study examining the scientific
literature at the intersection of social
media and journalism, as published in
journals indexed by Journal Citation
Reports up to 2017, Segado-Boj [16]
conducted a comprehensive analysis
of 213 articles. The results from bib-
liometric analysis revealed a consis-
tent increase in studies on this subject,
particularly since 2014. Among the
countries leading in publications on
this topic, the United States, Australia,
and England stood out, with Twitter
emerging as the most frequently stud-
ied social media platform. The most
prevalent research methods employed
in the published articles were content
analysis and in-depth interviews.

Conducting a bibliometric analysis,
Catalcali and Ural [17] scrutinized the
landscape of data journalism within
academic research in Turkey. Their in-
vestigation centered on articles, mas-
ter's theses, and doctoral dissertations
published from 2000 to 2020. The re-
sults of their study indicated a growing
interest in data journalism within aca-
demic circles, coinciding with the ongo-
ing digitalization process.

In a research endeavor utilizing the
Dimensions database, 1,734 articles dig-
ital journalism were identified and sub-
jected to a thorough bibliometric analy-
sis. The primary objective of this study
was to offer a comprehensive assess-
ment of the current status and evolution
of digital journalism from 1987 to 2021.
The findings revealed that the most fre-

ISSN 2308-6203



Bomnpocsl Teopuu u npakTuky KypHagaucTuku. 2024. T. 13, Ne 1. C. 107-124

quently utilized journals for digital jour-
nalism research include Digital Journal-
ism, Journalism, Journalism Practice,
and Journalism Studies. Additionally,
the research delved into the intricate net-
work of citations involving authors, insti-
tutions, and countries actively contribut-
ing to digital journalism research [18].

In a study by Kubilay and Ova [19],
bibliometric and citation analyses were
employed to assess the landscape of
academic research concerning the in-
terplay between social media and jour-
nalism in Turkey. Their comprehensive
examination encompassed 115 articles
published between 2009 and 2021 in
Turkish academic journals. The re-
search highlighted the prevalence of
theoretical analyses while indicating a
relative dearth of studies exploring the
user dimension. Furthermore, the bib-
liometric analysis unveiled an uneven
distribution of research methodolo-
gies within the field and discerned an
overall uptick in the volume of studies
dedicated to the intersection of social
media and journalism.

Methodology

This study employed the biblio-
metric method to construct an exten-
sive landscape of postgraduate the-
ses within Turkey's journalism realm.
The theses selected for analysis were
those accessible through the Council
of Higher Education Thesis Center.
The core objective of this research
was to delineate prevailing trends
and patterns within the field by scruti-
nizing these theses concerning their
publication year, affiliated university,
language, thesis type, subject matter,
indexing keywords, and the research
methodologies applied.

Bibliometric analysis, a widely
utilized quantitative method, plays a

ISSN 2308-6203

prominent role in universities and re-
search institutions. Its primary purpose
is to evaluate the performance of re-
search endeavors by scrutinizing publi-
cation and citation data. This analytical
approach finds application among in-
formation experts, librarians, research-
ers, and policymakers, serving as a
valuable tool for gauging the produc-
tivity and influence of research within
a specific discipline or institution [20].
It revolves around the statistical ex-
amination of bibliographic information,
encompassing factors like the number
of publications, citations, and various
metrics. Its utility extends to identify-
ing trends and patterns in a given field,
allowing for comparisons of research
output across diverse institutions and
among individual researchers.

In contemporary times, bibliometric
analysis is a common approach em-
ployed to assess scientific research.
This method relies on quantitative mea-
sures for scrutinizing research publica-
tions, operating under the assumption
that scientific discoveries and research
findings are accessible for reading and
citation by other researchers [21, p. 1].

Following the bibliometric analy-
sis, we employed the bipartite graph
method to assess the university and re-
search method data. A bipartite graph
is a specific type of graph where the
vertices, or nodes, can be categorized
into two separate sets in such a way
that each edge in the graph links a ver-
tex in one set to a vertex in the other
set [22-25]. This type of graph is com-
monly used to represent connections
between two distinct sets of entities,
such as individuals and the organiza-
tions they are associated with. Within
the domain of network analysis, the
bipartite graph method serves as a
means to depict and analyze relation-
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ships between these two sets of entities
in a network. It is instrumental in rec-
ognizing patterns and trends within the
data and can facilitate predictions re-
garding the network's overall behavior.
In a bipartite graph, the edges con-
necting the vertices in the two sets are
assigned a numerical value known as
the edge weight. This numerical value
serves to quantify the strength or sig-
nificance of the relationship between
the respective vertices it connects. For
instance, in a bipartite graph modeling
connections between individuals and
organizations, the edge weight might
represent the frequency of interactions,
the duration of engagement, or some
other measure of the intensity of their
association. Incorporating these weight-
ed edges into a bipartite graph imparts
supplementary information regarding the
relationships among the entities in the
graph. This approach equips research-
ers with enhanced insights and analyti-
cal capabilities, facilitating a more com-
prehensive understanding of the data.

Findings

When exploring the database of
the Council of Higher Education The-

sis Center for departments containing
the keyword 'journalism,' five distinct
departments are identified: Journalism,
General Journalism, Journalism and
Public Relations, General Journalism
and Media Management, and New Me-
dia and Journalism. A collective sum of
2,002 theses had been authored within
these departments by 2021. However,
for the specific scope of this study, only
1,709 theses that were accessible for
viewing were examined.

The Council of Higher Education
Thesis Center database reveals that
the inaugural master's thesis in journal-
ism was finalized in 1985, followed by
the first doctoral thesis in 1990. Until
2000, a total of 47 master's theses and
15 doctoral theses were completed in
journalism. Subsequently, there is a
discernible uptick in the production of
theses, particularly within the master's
category, starting from the mid-2000s,
and this surge is mirrored in doctoral
theses as well. Of note, 2018 witnessed
a remarkable spike in the number of
master's theses, specifically in journal-
ism, a phenomenon not witnessed in
preceding years. This surge is likely
attributed to changes in postgraduate

Thesis Distribution by Departments
PacnpepeneHue gucceprauum no kacpegpam

Master’s / Doctorate / Total /
Department / Kacdbegpa CrteneHb HokTopckas Bcero
Marucrpa cTeneHb
Department of Journalism 1200 337 1537
Department of General Journalism 92 36 128
Department of Journalism and Public
. 9 5 14
Relations
Department of General Journalism and
. 1 0 1
Media Management
Department of New Media and 29 0 29
Journalism
Total 1331 378 1709
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Fig. 1. Thesis Production over the Years
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education regulations implemented in
2016, and the expiration of the time limit
for completing master's theses in 2018.

In the realm of postgraduate theses
within journalism, Marmara University
emerges prominently, boasting a total
of 316 master's theses. Conversely, Is-

Master's
Marmara University

Istanbul University

Ankara Hact Bayram Veli University
Akdeniz University
Kocacli University
Uskiidar University

Kastamonu University

Anadolu University

Trabzon University

o
g
g
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tanbul University leads in the doctoral
category, securing the highest count
with 114 theses. In contrast, Trabzon
University, a relatively recent estab-
lishment, exhibits the lowest number of
master's level theses in this discipline.
When considering doctoral theses, Ak-

Doctorate

fstanbul University
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Fig. 2. Thesis Counts by Universities
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deniz University presents the smallest
count, with just one thesis.

In order to gain a better under-
standing of the general subject areas
covered in journalism theses, authors
are mandated to furnish details about
their thesis topics during the submis-
sion process to the Council of Higher
Education Thesis Center. An analysis
of the top 10 topics within this field re-
veals that the preponderance of the-
ses, at both the master's and doctoral
levels, predominantly revolve around
journalism as their central subject. Fol-
lowing journalism, the most frequent
subjects explored in these theses en-
compass communication sciences,
sociology, political sciences, and radio-
television.

In addition to titles, the theses in-
corporate indexed words to assist in
structuring and categorizing the docu-
ment's content. These indexed words
offer a higher specificity level than the
thesis titles and serve to delineate the
broader subject area of the thesis,
along with other significant topics per-

Master's

3
»
=

n

600 900 1200

°
@
8
8

taining to its content. Using indexed
words simplifies the process of locating
precise information within the thesis for
readers and aids researchers in identi-
fying relevant studies pertinent to their
research endeavors.

Our analysis delved into the evolu-
tion of indexed words usage in mas-
ter's theses over time, with a particular
focus on 10-year increments. Notably,
the predominant indexed word in mas-
ter's theses up to 2010 was 'press.’
Nevertheless, as communication tech-
nologies advanced, an escalating num-
ber of theses began to center around
internet-related subjects. Between
2001 and 2010, there were 15 master's
theses dedicated to this domain. This
figure significantly surged from 2010 to
2020, when 88 theses were completed
on this topic.

Concurrently, social media started
to play an increasingly prominent role in
individuals' lives, prompting research-
ers to initiate investigations in this area.
Over the decade spanning from 2010 to
2020, 150 master's thesis studies cen-

Doctorate

public relations

© | e e e e e e [T

Fig. 3. Popular Research Subjects
Puc. 3. NonynspHble TeMbl UCcrneagoBaHUm

118

ISSN 2308-6203



Bonpocs! Teopuu u npakTuky KypHagaucTuku. 2024. T. 13, Ne 1. C. 107-124

Master's

1980-1990 1991-2000

Doctorate
1991-2000

Turkish press

- Journ,
- foce!

0.000.250.50 0.75 1.00 o 2 4 6

2001-2010

2001-2010

5

2011-2020

2011-2020 20

021~

ew media

o 2 4 6 8
20 40 60 [ 1 2

10 15 [ 3

Fig. 4. Yearly Trends in Indexed Words
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tered around social media were accom-
plished. In 2021, 'new media' emerged
as the most prevalent index word in
master's theses. These observations
indicate that the choice of index words
in master's theses has evolved, align-
ing with technological advancements
and evolving research interests.

The 2000s heralded the onset of a
phase characterized by an upswing in
thesis studies, notably within the domains
of journalism and doctoral research,
concentrating on the Internet. Corre-
spondingly, the utilization of index words
encompassing notions related to the in-
ternet, social media, and new media has
seen an ascending trajectory in recent
times. This pattern mirrors the mounting
significance of these subjects in research
and underscores the expanding scrutiny
of the internet and social media's roles
across various disciplines.

In master's and doctoral thesis
studies within journalism, three primary

ISSN 2308-6203

research methods frequently find ap-
plication: content analysis, fieldwork,
and discourse analysis. Among these,
content analysis emerges as the most
prevalent choice. Examining the stud-
ies scrutinized in this research reveals
that content analysis was employed
in 343 master's thesis studies and 87
doctoral thesis studies. This preva-
lence underscores the method's popu-
larity and efficacy in dissecting news
media content and various communi-
cation forms in journalism research.
The study also revealed that certain
thesis studies in journalism incorporate
multiple research methods. Among the
1,331 master's theses analyzed, 927 ex-
clusively relied on a single method, while
142 adopted two, 22 integrated three,
and one employed four distinct methods.
Furthermore, 239 of the master's theses
comprised theoretical studies devoid of
explicit research methods or a research
component. This signifies that, although
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a singular method represents the prevail-
ing approach in these studies, a notewor-
thy portion of thesis research embraces
the utilization of multiple methods or em-
phasizes theoretical analysis.

Upon reviewing doctoral studies in
journalism, it was observed that 257 out
of 378 theses were authored employ-
ing a sole method, whereas 43 theses

120

employed two methods. Furthermore,
11 doctoral theses embraced a three-
method approach. In 65 instances, it
remained unclear which method was
employed or whether the studies were
executed in a theoretical fashion. These
findings underscore the prevalent use
of a single method in doctoral studies in
journalism while simultaneously high-
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lighting a substantial number of studies
that incorporate multiple methods or
prioritize theoretical analysis.

In this graph, the size of the dots
corresponds to the volume of theses
generated by each university, while
the edge's thickness connecting a
university to a research method sig-
nifies the frequency of that method's
utilization in the theses produced
by that university. In simpler terms,
larger dots and thicker edges denote
a higher number of theses and more
frequent use of the method within that
university. This visual representation
facilitates the efficient comparison of
various methods across universities
and the discernment of patterns and
trends within the data.
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The research unveiled variations
in the relationship between universities
and the methods employed in their the-
ses. Marmara University witnessed a
substantial use of fieldwork and content
analysis methods in many theses. Mean-
while, Istanbul University and Gazi Uni-
versity exhibited a greater prevalence of
the content analysis method in their the-
ses. On the other hand, Ankara Univer-
sity favored the interview method more
frequently than other approaches. These
findings indicate that the specific univer-
sity and its research emphasis may influ-
ence the selection of research methods.

Conclusion

The landscape of journalism educa-
tion in Turkey has a rich history, reaching

o
AnkaraHaa Ba_w.eu University
field i@
-

Fig. 7. Bipartite Network Depicting University
and Method Usage Relationship
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back to the 1950s. As journalism evolved
and transformed, so did the demand for
qualified educators in this field. Conse-
quently, postgraduate programs in jour-
nalism and communication emerged
as a response to this demand. By the
1980s, master's and doctoral programs
in these domains expanded across Tur-
key, contributing to the academic prepa-
ration of individuals in journalism and
communication. These programs remain
instrumental in addressing the evolving
requirements of the industry.

This bibliometric research study
delved into analyzing the evolution of
academic research in journalism and
communication by scrutinizing the tra-
jectory of thesis studies within this field.
The comprehensive dataset consisted
of 1,331 master's theses and 378 doc-
toral theses. The findings unveiled an
upward trend in the number of theses
over time. Notably, a substantial surge
occurred in the number of master's
theses in 2018, primarily attributed to
alterations in postgraduate education
policies, which imposed constraints on
thesis completion timelines. A univer-
sity-wise analysis of the research data
revealed that most master's theses
were conducted at Marmara Universi-
ty, while Istanbul University dominated
the domain of doctoral theses.

Examining the subject matter with-
in postgraduate theses in journalism
unveiled a recurring emphasis on top-
ics like journalism, communication sci-
ences, sociology, political sciences,

and radio-television. By delving into the
keywords employed in these theses, we
gained insights into how the research
focus has evolved over the years. Dur-
ing the 2000s, internet journalism gar-
nered substantial attention as a promi-
nent research subject. From 2010 to
2020, there was a noticeable surge in
index words associated with emerging
communication technologies, encom-
passing new media and social media.
This shift was evident in both doctoral
and master's theses and reached its
pinnacle in 2021, marked by a notable
uptick in the number of theses devoted
to new communication technologies.

This research seeks to offer a
broad perspective on postgraduate
thesis studies in Turkish journalism,
with the objective of discerning trends
and recurring patterns in academic
pursuits. Nevertheless, it is essential to
acknowledge certain limitations inher-
ent in this study. Primarily, our analysis
is confined to theses accessible within
the Council of Higher Education The-
sis Center database. Future research
might encompass all the theses within
this domain and adopt a more com-
prehensive analytical framework for a
more exhaustive field comprehension.
Furthermore, scholars stand to gain
valuable insights by focusing on meth-
ods and data collection techniques to
gain a deeper understanding of the in-
fluence of advancements in new com-
munication technologies on postgradu-
ate theses.

References

1. Atabek U., Sendur G. Atabek “iletisim Egitiminde Farkli Perspektifler: Ogrenciler, Aka-
demisyenler ve Meslek Mensuplarinin iletisim Egitimi Hakkindaki Tutumlari.” fletisim Kuram
ve Arastirma Dergisi, vol. 2014, no. 38, pp. 148—-163.

2. Tokgdz O. Temel Gazetecilik. istanbul, imge Kitabevi, 2010.

3. Alemdar K., Erdogan I. “iletisim,” in Cumhuriyet Déneminde Tiirkiye'de Bilim (Sosyal

Bilimler I1). Ankara, TUBA, 1998. pp. 1-10.

122

ISSN 2308-6203



Bomnpocsl Teopuu u npakTuky KypHagaucTuku. 2024. T. 13, Ne 1. C. 107-124

4. Topuz H. 100 Soruda Baslangictan Giiniimiize Tiirk Basin Tarihi. istanbul, Gergek
Yayinevi, 1996.

5. Topuz H. Tiirk Basin Tarihi 2. Mahmut'tan Holdinglere, 8. Basim. istanbul, Remzi Ki-
tabevi, 2018.

6. Tokgdz O. “Tiirkiye'de lletisim Egitimi: Elli Yillik Bir Gegmisin Degerlendirilmesi.” Kiiltiir
ve lletisim, 2003, vol. 6, no. 1, pp. 9-31.

7.Uzun R. ‘“istihdam Sorunu Baglaminda Tirkiye’'de iletisim Egitimi ve Ogrenci
Yerlestirme.” lletisim Kuram ve Arastirma Dergisi, 2007, no. 25, pp. 117-134.

8. Giiz N., Yanik H., Yegen C. “iletisim Fakiilteleri Egitim Sistemine Yénelik Yeni Bir
Yaklasim,” International Journal of Social Sciences and Education Research, 2017, vol. 3,
no. 5, pp. 115-129. DOI: 10.24289/ijsser.312918.

9. GUz N. Haberde Yénlendirme ve Kamuoyu Arastirmalari. Ankara, Nobel Akademik
Yayincilik, 2005.

10. Haber Merkezi “lletisim Fakiiltelerinde genglik: Issizlik, geleceksizlik, giivensizlik.”
soL, 2022, oct, 08. Available at: https://haber.sol.org.tr/haber/iletisim-fakultelerinde-genclik-
issizlik-geleceksizlik-guvensizlik-346960.

11. Ramirez y Ramirez, Karla Margarita. “Analyse Bibliométrique des Revues ‘Canadian
Journal of Communication’ et ‘Communication’ 1974-2005,” PhD Thesis, Université de Mon-
tréal, 2010.

12. Ulu S., Akdag M. “Yayinlanan Hakem Denetimli Makalelerin Bibliyometrik Profili:
Selguk lletisim Dergisi Ornegi,” Selguk lletisim, 2015, vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 5-21. DOI: 10.18094/
si.04052.

13. Pelivan M. “Gazete Haberlerini Konu Alan YUlksek Lisans Tezlerine Dair Bibliyometrik
Bir Analiz.” Anadolu Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 2019, vol. 19, no. 4, pp. 119-148.
DOI: 10.18037/ausbd.668631.

14. Atabek U., Atabek G.S. “Turkiye'de Gazetecilik Literatiirii: 1992-2018 Yillari Arasinda
Yayimlanmis Makaleler Uzerine Bir inceleme.” Akdeniz Universitesi lletisim Fakiiltesi Dergisi,
2019. pp. 710-732.

15. Avsar I. “Yeni Medya Alaninda Akademik Bilgi Uretimi Uzerine Bir inceleme.” Euro-
pean Journal of Managerial Research (EUJMR), 2020, vol. 4, no. 6, pp. 114-130.

16. Segado-Boj F. “Research on Social Media and Journalism (2003-2017): A Bib-
liometric and Content Review.” Transinformagédo, 2020, vol. 32. DOI: 10.1590/1678-
9865202032e180096.

17. Catalcal A., Ural S. “Tirkiye’de Veri Gazeteciliginin Gelisimi Uzerine Bibliyometrik
Analiz.” In (Michael) Kuyucu M., Ciftgi H. (eds.). A’dan Z'ye lletisim Calismalari. Ankara, iksat
Yayinevi, 2021, pp. 127-174.

18. Banshal S.K., Verma M.K., Yuvaraj M. “Quantifying Global Digital Journalism Re-
search: A Bibliometric Landscape.” Library Hi Tech, 2022, Jul. DOI: 10.1108/LHT-01-2022-
0083.

19. Kubilay C., Ova N. “Turkiye’de Sosyal Medya ve Gazetecilik Literatliri: Hakemli Dergi
Makaleleri Uzerine Bibliyometrik Bir Analiz.” Yeni Medya, 2022, vol. 2022, no. 12, pp. 17—
139. DOI: 10.55609/yenimedya.1096527.

20. Pendlebury D.A. “Using Bibliometrics: A Guide to Evaluating Research Performance
with Citation Data.” Thomson Reuters, Scientific. [Online]. 2008. Available at: https://www.
upjs.sk/public/media/11770/inforum-2015.pdf.

21. Rehn K., Kornitzki C., Larsson A., Wadskog D. Bibliometric Handbook for Karolinska
Institutet. Philadelphia, Thomson Reuters, 2014.

22. Hage P., Harary F. Structural models in anthropology. In Cambridge studies in social
anthropology. Cambridge [Cambridgeshire]. New York, Cambridge University Press, 1983,
no. 46.

23. Kleinberg J., Tardos E. Algorithm design. Boston, Pearson/Addison-Wesley, 2006.

24. West D.B. Introduction to graph theory. 2" ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J, Prentice Hall,
2001.

25. Wilson R.J. Introduction to graph theory. 4" ed. Harlow Munich, Prentice Hall, 2009.

ISSN 2308-6203 123



Theoretical and Practical Issues of Journalism, 2024, vol. 13, no. 1, pp. 107-124

Author Information

Ozlem Delal Abanoz — Dr. Research Assistant, Ondokuz Mayis University, Samsun, Turkey,
ozlem.delal@omu.edu.tr, (2 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3653-5838.

Undcdopmauusa o6 aBTope

Henan 36oHu O3r1eM — Hay4HbI COTPYAHUK, YHMBepcuteT OHAoky3 Marbic, CamcyH,
Typums, ozlem.delal@omu.edu.tr, (2 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3653-5838.

For Citation

Delal Abanoz O. Bibliometric Analysis of Turkish Journalism Theses and Dissertations:
Research Approach Transformation. Voprosy teorii i praktiki zhurnalistiki = Theoretical and
Practical Issues of Journalism, 2024, vol. 13, no. 1, pp. 107-124. EDN: VVLRNK. DOI:
10.17150/2308-6203.2024.13(1).107-124.

Ansa UnTUpOBaAHUA

Oenan 960Hn O. BUBNMOMETPUYECKUIA aHanNN3 AMccepTaumin No KypHaNUCTUKe: TpaHc-
dopmaumsa nccrnegoBaTensckoro nogxoaa (Ha npumepe Typuun) / O. Oenan 36oHu. — DOI
10.17150/2308-6203.2024.13(1).107-124. — EDN VVLRNK // Bonpocbl Teopumn 1 NpakTukn
XypHanuctukn, — 2024. — T. 13, Ne 1. — C. 107-124.

124 ISSN 2308-6203


mailto:ozlem.delal%40omu.edu.tr?subject=
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3653-5838
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3653-5838
mailto:ozlem.delal%40omu.edu.tr?subject=
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3653-5838
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3653-5838
https://elibrary.ru/vvlrnk
https://elibrary.ru/vvlrnk

