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Abstract. This study examines how the perception of Russia changed
in South Asia especially in Bangladeshi media both before and after the
start of the Special Military Operation in February 2022. The research
looks at major themes and changes in how Russia is portrayed by com-
paring the content of news stories, editorials, and op-eds in major Bangla-
deshi newspapers published in Bengali and English. The People's Repub-
lic of Bangladesh is a mono-ethnic state, 98% of whose population are
Bengalis, who recognize the value of their strategic alliance with Russia,
a country that has supported them during difficult times in their history,
despite criticism from a number of other countries. The results show a
notable shift in media portrayals driven by international and internal po-
litical events, such as the overthrow of Sheikh Hasina's administration in
August 2024. The study sheds light on how internal politics and foreign
conflicts influence media narratives and public opinion, providing essen-
tial insights into the interaction between Bangladeshi national media dis-
courses and global geopolitics. By means of qualitative content analysis
the authors also examine how leading Bangladeshi newspapers have por-
trayed Russia's image during three distinct periods: Pre-SMO (December
2021 — January 2022), Early stage SMO (February 2022 — March 2022),
and the period following the Government Change in Bangladesh (July
2024 — August 2024). The analysis covers leading publications such as
Daily Prothom Alo, Daily Janakantha, Daily Bhorer Kagoj, Daily Jugantor,
Bangladesh Observer and several others. The study also draws on other
materials and news stories to systematically analyze the ideological po-
sitions of modern media and identify the dependence of publications on
various sponsorships.
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Hay4Haga ctatbs

CmeHa HappaTuBoB: umupx Poccum
B megua l0OxxHom A3aum B 2022-2024 rr.
(va npumepe CMU HapoaoHon Pecnybnuku banrnapeuw)

MysbikaHT B.J1.>4 (1), XoccanH Bapek
Poccuiickuin yHnBepcuteT apyobl HapogoB umenwn Matpuca Jlymymo6el, r. Mockga,
Poccuinckas ®egepaums

ABTOp, OTBETCTBEHHbIN 3a nepenucky: MyabikaHT B.J1., muzykant_vi@rudn.ru

AHHOTauuA. B 3TOM uccneaoBaHWM pacCMaTpUBAETCsl, Kak M3MEHWUOCh
BocnpusATne Poccum B KOxkHOM A3nm, ocobeHHo B GaHrnageluckux CMW, nocne
Havana creumansHOM BOeHHOM onepauuy Ha YkpanHe B bespane 2022 r. B uc-
cnegoBaHUM PacCMOTPEHbI OCHOBHbIE MEHSOLLMECA B Meama TEMbI, KacatoLLm-
ecsi Poccum, cpaBHMBaETCS coaepkaHne HOBOCTHbIX CHOXKETOB, pedaKLMOHHbIX
cTaten 1 nyenuuMcTUYeckux ctaten psga KpynHenwmnx 6aHrnageLickux nsga-
HUIA, NyGnukyemblx Ha GeHranu n aHrmuMnckom asbike. HapogHas Pecnybnvka
BaHrnagell — MOHO3THUYecKoe rocyaapcteo, 98 % HaceneHus KoToporo co-
CTaBnAT GeHranbLbl, 0CO3HaLME LIEHHOCTb CBOEr0 CTpaTerMyeckoro corsa
¢ Poccuein — ctpaHou, koTopas nogadepxvsarna ee B TpyAHble BpeMeHa ee
NCTOPUM, HECMOTPSA Ha KPUTUKY CO CTOPOHLI psifa Apyrux cTpaH. Pesynerarbl
NccneqoBaHns OEMOHCTPUPYHOT 3aMETHLIV COABUM B pernopTaxax Megma, Bbl-
3BaHHbIN MeXyHAPOAHBIMU Y BHYTPUMONUTUYECKUMI COOLITUSAMU, TaKUMU Kak
cBepxeHne agmuHncTpauum LWenx XacuHel B aBrycte 2024 r. [laHHas ctatbs
Takke NPONMBAET CBET HA TO, KaK BHYTPEHHSS MONMUTUKA U MEXOyHapoaHble
KOHCpNUKTBI BAMSAKOT HA MeanaHappaTuBbl M 0OLLECTBEHHOE MHEHWNE, COAEPXKUT
BaKHYHO MHpopMaLIMio O B3aMOAENCTBUN MEXAY HaUMOHaNbHbIMU Meava-guc-
Kypcamu banrnagelu n rmobansHON reononmnTUKON U NpeacTaBnaeT no3vuum Be-
OYLMX M3OaHWIA CTpaHbl, oTobpaxatowmx nmmmk Pocecmm. MicnonbayeTcs kave-
CTBEHHbI METOZ, NPOBEAEHNS KOHTEHT-aHanNM3a ansi U3y4yeHusi Tpex pasnmyHbix
nepuoaoB pasBUTUS, NEPUOLOB 3BoOMOUMKM nMnmpka Poccun: no Havana CBO
(nekabpb 2021 r. — aHBapb 2022 r.), paHHsia ctagust CBO (deBpanb 2022 1. —
mapT 2022 r.) n neprog Nocne CMeHbl HaLMOHanbLHOro npaesutenscTea baHrna-
aew (nonb 2024 r. — aBryct 2024 r.). AHan13 oxBaTbIBaeT BeayLne nyonmka-
umK, B Takmx nsgaHusx, kak Daily Prothom Alo, Daily Janakantha, Daily Bhorer
Kagoj, Daily Jugantor, Bangladesh Observer n psga apyrux. iccnegosaHue Tak-
e BasupyeTcs Ha OpyrMx Matepuarnax U HOBOCTHbIX CHOXKETaX AJ1s1 CUCTEMHOIO
aHanvaa naeonorm4yeckmx No3numi COBPEMEHHbIX Meava 1 BbISIBIIEHWE 3aBUCK-
MOCTM M30aHWI OT pasHOOOPa3HOM CMOHCOPCKON NOAOEPXKKM.

KnroueBble cnoBa. mnaox Poccun, KOxHas Asua, banrnagewws, CMI,
CneumanbHasi BoeHHas onepauns/CMO.

UHdopmaumsa o ctatbe. [lata noctynneHuns 17 ceHtsabpa 2024 r.; pata
nocTynneHns nocne gopabotkm 12 oktabps 2024 r.; gata NpUHATUSA K neyvatn
14 okTabps 2024 r.; nata oHNarH-pasmMeLleHus 6 nekabpst 2024 r.

Introduction gladesh and Russia. Both countries
Mutual collaboration and shared have fostered a strategic alliance built
political goals have formed a solid ba- on cooperation in vital areas like com-
sis for the relationship between Ban- merce, energy, and defense since the
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Soviet Union provided crucial help dur-
ing Bangladesh's Liberation War in
1971 [1]. The two nations have prof-
ited from strong economic develop-
ment and strategic links fostered by
this long-lasting partnership, which has
also helped them negotiate challenging
geopolitical situations.

Russia launched its Special Military
Operation/SMO in Ukraine in February
2022, demonstrating its will to defend
Russian citizens in the face of outside de-
mands while heralding a global change
in geopolitical environment. Bangladesh
saw this as a chance to restate its tradi-
tionally cordial ties with Russia, a coun-
try that has continuously supported Ban-
gladesh's independence and growth.

The media significantly shapes in-
ternational impressions and public dis-
course. The way that Russia has been
portrayed in Bangladesh, both before
and during SMO, provides a valuable
prism to see how media narratives re-
flect more profound geopolitical ties.
While Bangladeshi media outlets have
often highlighted Russia's contributions
to world energy security, defense coop-
eration, and its long-standing friendship
with Bangladesh, some foreign media
outlets have concentrated on criticizing
Russia.

Through a comparative content
analysis of news stories, editorials, and
op-eds from well-known Bangladeshi
newspapers, this research examines
how the media framing of Russia has
changed. The study aims to identify
positive themes by analyzing media
before and during the SMO. These
themes include Russia's reputation as
a trustworthy partner in the commercial
and technical domains and its long-
standing diplomatic connections with
Bangladesh [2]. In the rapidly changing
world order national media are trying to
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build strategic alliances with different
political parties and forces to sustain
their existence.

Bangladesh's foreign policy has
been determined for a long time by its
strategic non-alignment, which has al-
lowed the country to maintain balanced
ties with major world powers, includ-
ing the US, China, and Russia. This
non-alignment approach has been es-
sential for Bangladesh's diplomatic ef-
forts since its independence in 1971.
It has allowed the country to navigate
challenging geopolitical environments
while defending its national interests.
Bangladesh's aim to steer clear of big
power rivalry and promote economic
growth via various foreign alliances is
reflected in the strategy [3, pp. 45-61].

Bangladesh's history has been
significantly influenced by Russia, par-
ticularly during its struggle for indepen-
dence. Following Bangladesh's free-
dom, the Soviet Union was one of the
first significant nations to acknowledge
it and gave vital assistance to the 1971
Freedom War. This long-standing his-
torical relationship paved the way for
Bangladesh and Russia to continue
working together on important projects
like infrastructure development, en-
ergy, and defense. Russia has been
Bangladesh's dependable partner on
several projects over the years, includ-
ing the historic building of the Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant, which serves as
a testament to their ongoing and devel-
oping collaboration [4].

The start of Russia's SMO in
Ukraine in February 2022 caused a shift
in the geopolitical balance in the world.
Bangladesh understood the value of its
strategic alliance with Russia, a nation
that has supported it through difficult
times in its history, despite the criticism
from a number of other countries. Ban-
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gladesh has opted to take a balanced
stance, honoring its close relations with
Russia while interacting with other ma-
jor powers worldwide, despite interna-
tional pressure to denounce Russia's
activities. This illustrates Bangladesh's
diplomatic dexterity in maneuvering a
challenging global environment without
sacrificing its fundamental national ob-
jectives [5, pp. 78-95].

There is no question that Bangla-
desh's internal and foreign policy de-
cisions have been impacted by the
situation in Ukraine and its worldwide
consequences. Bangladesh continues
to gain from Russia's assistance in cru-
cial sectors like energy and defense
despite other countries' requests to cut
ties with the Russian Federation. This
dependence demonstrates the strength
of the two countries' relationship and
the diplomatic balance Bangladesh
has carefully maintained to protect its
interests domestically while promot-
ing goodwill among other countries [6,
p. 112-119]. Bangladesh's foreign pol-
icy dynamics and media coverage of
Russia took on a new dimension with
the collapse of Sheikh Hasina's admin-
istration in August 2024. Bangladesh's
internal environment was transformed
by this political shift, with media story-
lines reflecting the country's historical
alliance with Russia and the shifting
tensions worldwide.

Bangladesh's media has presented
Russia in a more balanced light, recog-
nizing its essential role as a partner in
critical industries and emphasizing the
need for maintaining strong bilateral
relations between the two countries
[7, p. 22—-40]. To explain these shifts in
media coverage better, this research
looks at the historical, geopolitical, and
internal elements impacting Bangla-
desh's media narratives on Russia. We
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analyzed the resilience of the Bangla-
desh-Russia alliance and its ability to
adjust to international changes by com-
paring Russia's media representation
before and during the SMO.

Method of research

The research used qualitative con-
tent analysis aimed at examining how
the most influential media of Bangla-
deshi depicted Russia's SMO activities
as pre-military operations (December
2021 — January 2022), post-military op-
erations (February 2022 — March 2022),
and current developments (July 2024 —
August 2024) make up its three time
periods, following the fall of the Sheikh
Hasina government in August 2024.

The following Research Questions
were put forward:

1. How has the portrayal of Russia
in South East Asia media changed be-
fore and during SMO?

2. What key themes and narratives
have emerged in Bangladeshi media
regarding Russia post-February 20227

3. How do these media narratives
reflect broader geopolitical and public
sentiment in Bangladesh?

The analysis covers major news-
papers like Daily Prothom Alo, Daily
Janakantha, Daily Bhorer Kagoj, Daily
Jugantor, Bangladesh Observer, Daily
Star, Daily lttefaq, Daily Samakal, and
Daily Ingilab. In total, 3,202 articles were
analyzed, consisting of 3,103 news sto-
ries, 25 editorials, and 74 sub-editori-
als. Editorials were carefully examined
as they reflect the ideological stance of
each newspaper, often influenced by
their political affiliations and organiza-
tional support. Each newspaper gener-
ally publishes two editorial pieces daily,
written by an editorial board without
individual attribution. These editorials,
alongside opinion columns, are instru-
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mental in determining the newspaper's
stance on critical issues, including inter-
national conflicts like SMO.

Results

The portrayal of Russia's military
operations in Ukraine varied significant-
ly across the Bangladeshi press. News-
papers like Janakantha and Ingilab sup-
ported Russia's actions, while Prothom
Alo and Daily Star were more critical.
Moderate positions were observed in
Jugantor, Bangladesh Observer, and
Samakal. This analysis highlights how
domestic political affiliations and edito-
rial policies shaped the media's stance
on a major international conflict. News-
papers dedicate editorial space to inter-
national events significant to Bangla-
desh's economy or political landscape.
The study revealed divergent portray-
als of Russia's military operations in
Ukraine: Daily Prothom Alo published
460 pieces, including 442 news stories,
five editorials, and 13 columns.

The paper's overall stance on Rus-
sia was negative, with a critical tone
across all three periods. Daily Janakan-
tha released 363 articles, including 356
news stories, two editorials, and five
columns. The newspaper's portrayal of
Russia was generally favorable. Daily
Bhorer Kagoj published 355 pieces, in-
cluding 348 news items, one editorial,
and six columns. The coverage reflected

a positive attitude toward Russia, sup-
porting its military actions. Daily Jugan-
tor featured 301 contents, including 291
news stories, three editorials, and seven
columns. The newspaper adopted a
moderate stance, offering balanced cov-
erage. Bangladesh Observer released
315 articles, including 301 news stories,
three editorials, and 11 columns. The
Observer also maintained a neutral tone,
avoiding solid opinions.

Daily Inqilab published 202 ar-
ticles, including 198 news items, one
editorial, and three columns, showing a
generally positive stance towards Rus-
sia. Daily Star published 479 articles,
including 468 news stories, two edito-
rials, and nine columns with the tone
predominantly negative, with critical
coverage of Russia's actions. Daily Sa-
makal released 263 contents, including
256 news stories, three editorials, and
four columns, maintaining a moderate
position, neither fully endorsing nor
opposing Russia's operations. Daily
Ittefaq released 464 pieces, including
443 news stories, five editorials, and
16 columns, demonstrating more neg-
ative approach with critical editorials.

Table presents major Bangladesh
newspapers and their general policy in
response to Russia's Special military
operation in Ukraine.

According to Table, since the be-
ginning of SMO in 2022, Russia's im-

Coverage of Russian image by Bangladeshi media
OcBeweHne ummpxa Poccum 6aHrnagewickumm megua

o Total
’:re\[:\j/:fnaé /| News / Eggogi_ll ucr%:r:_/ Content /| Policy /
P HoBo- A O6uwee | Monutu- Website / Bebcant
HassaHve umoHHas | Py-
cTun Konuye- Ka
rasetbl cTatbsl | Bpuka
CTBO
Daily Pro- .
thom Alo 442 5 13 460 | Negative | www.prothomalo.com
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The End of the Table / OkoH4yaHne Tabnuubl

. Total
l;lre\,ilv:?nae- /| News / Eg:ogi-l/ u?’r(\)r:-/ Content /| Policy /
P Hoso- A O6uwee | Monutu- Website / Bebcant
HasBaHue LUMOHHasa | Py-
cTu Konuye- Ka
rasetbl cTatbsl | Bpuka
CTBO
Daily i .
356 2 5 363 | Positive | www.dailyjanakantha.com

Janakantha
Daily
Bhorer 348 1 6 355 | Positive | www.bhorerkagoj.com
Kagoj
Daily 291 3 7 301 | Neutral www.jugantor.com
Jugantor
Bangla-
desh 301 3 11 315| Neutral www.observerbd.com
Observer
Daily Star 468 2 9 479| Negative | www.thedailystar.net
Daily 256 3 4 263| Neutral www.samakal.com
Samakal
Daily o I

. 198 1 3 202 | Positive www.dailyingilab.com
Ingilab
Daily Ittefaq 443 5 16 464 | Negative | www.ittefag.com.bd

) . Causes and Context of Wars /
Russia-Bangladesh Relations / MPUYMHBI U KOHTEKCT BOWH

Poccuiicko-6aHrnageLuckme
/ Military Operations and Conflict /

oTHoLeRA AN BoeHHble onepaummn 1 KOHINKTbI
Role of UN
and Other Organizations / Civilian Distress /
Pone OOH ~ MpaxpgaHckoe
1 Opyrux opraHvaauui bencrteue
Political Change /
Monutuyeckne —
N3MeEHeHUs

International Response /

—_ MexagyHapogHbin
Nuclear Threat/ -

oTBeT
rhepran yrpose Economic Impact /
™~ 3OkoHoMMYyeckoe
Cyber Warfare / | ) BO3gencTeme
KnuGepBoiiHa Media and Propaganda /

CMW v nponaraHga
Peace Talks /
MupHble neperoBopsbl

Bangladeshi Newspaper Content on Russia's Agenda
HoBocTHOM KOHTEHT Meaua BaHrnapgew o Poccumn
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age was highlighted in positive, nega-
tive, and moderate coverage. Besides,
as can be seen in Figure, twelve most
influential content themes identified in
this regard are: causes and context
of wars (5 %), military operations and
conflict (13 %), civilian distress (9 %),
international response (12 %), eco-
nomic impact (10 %), media and propa-
ganda (4 %), peace talks (2 %), cyber
warfare (4 %), nuclear threat (11 %),
political change (8 %), role of UN and
other organizations (7 %) and Russia-
Bangladesh relations (15 %).

The publications have extensively
covered changes in numerous sub-
jects related to Russia, such as conflict
causes, geopolitical tensions, military
operations, refugee concerns, hu-
manitarian crises, and civilian losses,
etc. Among the vital topics is the world
economy impacted by the rising of en-
ergy costs which of great Bangladesh
great concern. While international or-
ganizations participated in ceasefire
discussions for peace worldwide me-
dia spread scenario concerned nu-
clear war risk. The publications have
extensively covered changes in Ban-
gladesh's stance and ties with Russia,
the function of the United Nations and
other organizations.

After 2022, media narratives about
Russia in the national media have
changed, which provided new impor-
tant information about Bangladesh con-
cerning more significant geopolitical
problems. This change highlights how
difficult it may be to retain longstanding
ties while adjusting to the shifting pub-
lic opinion and global dynamics.

Discussion

The research focuses on the SMO,
the campaign's first phases, and the
events that followed up to the collapse
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of Sheikh Hasina's government on
August 5, 2024. Over three thousand
equally distributed stories, editorials,
and columns analyzed in this publica-
tion make up the sample size through-
out the time covering SMO. The study
compares how the campaign has been
portrayed in the media throughout,
where Russia media image was pre-
sented in a variety of ways.

The abovementioned newspa-
pers relying on Western media have
presented Russia's activities as un-
reasonable, which is indicative of a
broader rejection of the invasion and
feeds the narrative of global sympa-
thy with Ukraine. On the other hand,
some of the analyzed media provided
a more balanced nuanced or encour-
aging account of what Russia is doing.
Russia's media image representation
in Bangladesh for sure shaped by the
nation's historical ties with Russia and
its current geopolitical position. While
Bangladesh builds its diplomatic rela-
tions in the face of global censure of
Russia's activities, media portrayals
provide valuable perspectives on how
these dynamics are manifested in pub-
lic conversation. It is possible to learn
more about how Bangladeshi media
portrays Russia's activities and how
these depictions affect public opinion
and foreign policy by examining the
changes in the media portrayal on the
eve and after February 2022. This re-
search attempts to shed light on the
growing image of Russia in Bangla-
deshi media and its ramifications for
both national and international settings
by analyzing media representation and
its influence on geopolitical narratives.

Russia's worldwide image has
been somehow impacted after Febru-
ary 2022, which has elicited a range
of reactions from various areas and
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media sources. Much of the coverage
of SMO is focused on the humanitar-
ian consequences'. This framing rein-
forces a narrative of censure and isola-
tion by aligning with more considerable
Western political and economic sanc-
tions imposed on Russia?.

On the other hand, media reactions
in non-Western regions such as South
Asia have shown a more sophisticated
methodology. Due to the long-standing
economic, military, and political links,
Bangladesh has traditionally maintained
good relations with Russia, especially
atomic energy [8, pp. 45—61] as well as
in energy security industry in general
and global safety [9, pp. 120-135]. This
historical backdrop influences how the
nations' media sources present the cri-
sis and Russia's involvement in it [10,
pp. 15-29]. At the same time a critical
position represents a more significant
trend in international media®.

Media representations of Russia in
South Asia, especially in Bangladesh,
often show a mix of favor and neutral-
ity. This is partially due to Russia's his-
torical significance as major ally and
provider of financial and military as-
sistance. Thanks to their geopolitical
interests and bilateral ties with Russia,
Bangladesh could be less likely to unite
with Western narratives of censure.

' Russia-Ukraine War: A Timeline of Key
Events. Retrieved from // BBC News 2022.
URL: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-eu-
rope-56720589.

2 Russia's Invasion of Ukraine: Global
Reactions and Consequences // The New
York Times. 2022. URL: https://www.nytimes.
com/2022/02/25/world/europe/russia-ukraine-
invasion-reactions.html.

3 Russia's Invasion of Ukraine: Global Re-
actions and Consequences // The Diplomat.
2022. URL: https://thediplomat.com/2022/02/
russias-invasion-of-ukraine-global-reactions-
and-consequences.

ISSN 2308-6203

Nevertheless the possible interrup-
tions in food and energy security were
brought to light in reports; these are es-
pecially pertinent to Bangladesh®.

The media coverage is under me-
dia narratives in areas significantly in-
fluenced by Russia's engagement like
in energy markets mutual advantages?,
military cooperation, and economic in-
vestments. No wonder media organiza-
tions in these countries maintain a fair
perspective and prevent jeopardizing
the crucial mutually friendly relations®.
Given the historical links to Russia and
the geopolitical realities of the area,
the media in South Asia often present
a more nuanced image of the situation
in Ukraine. This complex representa-
tion may include topics like the conflict's
broader effects on global safety and
non-Western countries' interests. When
siding with either side might substan-
tially impact Bangladesh's domestic and
international ties, this topic emphasizes
the country's strategic maneuvering’.
The effects of Bangladesh-Russia re-
gional security and economic interests

4 Economic Impact of Sanctions on Rus-
sia: Implications for Bangladesh // Dhaka Tri-
bune. 2022. URL: https://www.dhakatribune.
com/business/2022/03/20/economic-impact-
sanctions-russia-bangladesh.

5 Russia’s Role in Bangladesh’s Energy
Sector: Continued Cooperation Amidst Crisis //
The Financial Express. 2023. URL: https://the-
financialexpress.com.bd/economy/russia-role-
bangladesh-energy-sector-2023.

6 Bangladesh-Russia Relations Amidst the
Ukraine Conflict: A Balancing Act // The Daily
Star. 2023. URL: https://www.thedailystar.net/
opinion/news/bangladesh-russia-relations-
amidst-ukraine-conflict-2050105.

” Navigating Diplomatic Challenges: Ban-
gladesh’s Position in the Russia-Ukraine Con-
flict // The Daily Star. 2023. URL: https://www.
thedailystar.net/opinion/news/bangladesh-
diplomatic-challenges-russia-ukraine-con-
flict-2090105.
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were the main core in discussion of ana-
lysts and observers respectfully of their
political preferences [11, pp. 45-59].
After the examining the media nar-
ratives of leading Bangladeshi news-
papers regarding SMO can be framed
three periods: pre-operation, early-op-
eration, and post-government change.
It reveals significant divergence, in-
fluenced by political affiliations, edito-
rial policies, and ideological leanings.
Newspapers like Daily Janakantha and
Daily Ingilab adopt a more favorable
view perceiving possible pressure on
Russia which could lead to bad impact
on Bangladesh's economic stability®
while Daily Prothom Alo and Daily Star
consistently maintain a critical stance
towards Russia in the most topics.
Historically, Bangladesh and Russia
have had friendly ties characterized by
collaboration in several areas, including
energy, defense, and technology. The
foundation of this connection is shared
interests and historical backing, such as
Russia's aid in Bangladesh's Liberation
War of 1971. These historical links and
their significance to Bangladesh's strate-
gic interests are still acknowledged. Be-
fore the conflict, media representations
frequently emphasized these favorable
features, bolstering the perception of
Russia as a longstanding true partner.
A more cautious and calculated ap-
proach to Bangladesh's foreign policy is
reflected in the growing media attention
to Russia. The way that Russia is por-
trayed in Bangladeshi media is chang-
ing, emphasizing how difficult it is to
maintain diplomatic ties with Russia in
the face of the pressure. The media's

8 Adapting to New Realities: Bangladesh’s
Economic Policy Responses to the Ukraine Con-
flict // The Financial Express. 2023. URL: https://
thefinancialexpress.com.bd/economy/bangla-
desh-economic-policy-responses-ukraine-conflict.
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portrayal of Bangladesh exhibits a so-
phisticated comprehension of this deli-
cate balancing act, recognizing the his-
torical collaboration and the necessity
of navigating the geopolitical landscape
of the present day. Maintaining positive
ties with Russia and the West, vital to
Bangladesh's foreign policy, requires
this delicate diplomatic balancing act.

The way media narratives have
changed also highlights how Bangla-
desh's economy is affected by the cri-
sis. The growing attention to possible
economic consequences, such as trade
and energy supply disruptions, shows
how international wars may directly af-
fect national economies. The media's
coverage of these financial issues re-
flects a rising understanding of the
broader effects of geopolitical events
on local economic stability. Bangladesh
uses this knowledge to inform its stra-
tegic choices and policy reactions to
lessen possible adverse effects.

The media's heightened focus on
the humanitarian dimensions and hu-
manitarian concerns as well. Bangla-
deshi media conforms to international
narratives and ethical considerations
by emphasizing the humanitarian ca-
tastrophe, which might influence public
opinion. In order to lessen the adverse
economic effects of the conflict and
sanctions, the media investigated vari-
ous scenarios and quite different legis-
lative solutions®.

The changing media narratives will
likely impact public opinion and policy.
Public opinion may change in response
to more critical media depictions, im-
pacting diplomatic initiatives and gov-
ernmental choices. Bangladesh will

® The Humanitarian Impact of Russia’s In-
vasion of Ukraine // The Diplomat. 2022. URL:
https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/humanitarian-
impact-russia-invasion-ukraine.
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continue to be influenced by its histori-
cal links and the need to adapt to mod-
ern international standards and public
expectations.

The fall of the Sheikh Hasina gov-
ernment in August 2024 marked a turn-
ing point in Bangladesh's response to
Russia's actions, as media coverage
began to reflect the country's delicate
balancing act between maintaining
historical ties with Russia and adher-
ing to some international public opin-
ion trends. The analysis also highlights
Bangladeshi media's increasing focus
on the conflict's humanitarian impact,
economic consequences, and global
geopolitical implications. The evolving
portrayal of Russia in the Bangladeshi
press demonstrates the intersection of
domestic and international factors in
shaping media narratives.

Conclusion

Bangladesh's strategic interests and
historical ties to Russia have probably
had an impact on how Russia is seen in
Bangladesh. Maintaining close connec-
tions with Russia and meeting external
challenges by Bangladesh have influ-
enced the media's coverage of SMO.
This research investigated how these
processes manifest in media narratives
by examining how Russia is portrayed
in Bangladeshi media before and during
the Ukraine Special Military Operation.
Comprehending these changes offers
valuable perspectives on how interna-
tional wars impact national media por-
trayals and public attitudes.

Before the February 2022, Bangla-
deshi media mainly presented Russia
favorably or impartially. Many reasons,
including historical connections, geo-
political alliances, and economic co-
operation, contributed to this positive
portrayal of Russia, which positioned it
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as an essential ally rather than a con-
troversial global player.

Russia's engagement in Bangla-
desh's defense industry was another
critical topic in pre-conflict media cover-
age, in addition to energy cooperation.
The media covered several defense
agreements that were presented as
crucial to improving Bangladesh's de-
fense capabilities. These agreements
included the transfer of military hard-
ware and cooperative training. This
coverage emphasized the defense
relationship's strategic significance by
presenting Russia as a crucial ally in
preserving regional stability. The good
news about these defense cooperation
projects strengthened Russia's reputa-
tion as a helpful ally in enhancing Ban-
gladesh's military might.

Some media widely covered Rus-
sia's participation in Bangladesh's en-
ergy industry, particularly concerning
the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant con-
struction. This initiative, which required
significant investment and knowledge
from Russia, was often cited as evi-
dence of the two nations' solid bilateral
ties. The media highlighted Bangla-
desh's scientific growth and energy
security due to Russia's backing for
this well-known project. Reports often
highlighted the effective use of Russian
technology and the advantages for the
infrastructure Bangladesh's energy
sector, presenting Russia as a vital and
dependable ally.

The media depictions included a
noteworthy element that involved the
repeated mention of Russia's histori-
cal assistance during the 1971 Libera-
tion War in Bangladesh. This historical
link strengthened the story of enduring
friendship and solidarity. The analyzed
media frequently mentioned Russia's
wartime moral and diplomatic support
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for Bangladesh as a cornerstone of their
bilateral relationship. By showcasing this
assistance, the media aimed to strength-
en Russia's favorable reputation in Ban-
gladesh by placing the current alliance in
the context of past friendship.

The media also reported high-level
diplomatic contacts between Russian
and Bangladeshi officials, who present-
ed them as proof of a solid cooperative
partnership. The beneficial effects of
these interactions, such as trade agree-
ments, joint ventures, and reciprocal
support in international forums, were
usually highlighted in these reports.
This diplomatic coverage helped to
present Russia in a favorable light over-
all by showing it as an essential ally in
Bangladesh's foreign policy approach.

Some media sources presented Rus-
sia's actions in a balanced manner while
taking a neutral stance and giving mostly
positive representations. This neutral-
ity was an attempt to maintain positive
relations with Russia while navigating
complicated international politics. These
sources attempted to provide a thorough
perspective free from overt prejudice by
outlining both the successes and diffi-
culties of the bilateral relationship. Gen-
erally, image of Russia in Bangladeshi
media was neutral or primarily favorable,
focusing on strategic alliances, economic
advantages, and historical links.

The way the media has portrayed the
situation in Ukraine after it has changed is
a sign of a more significant trend in how
people feel and where they stand politi-
cally. The shift from a largely favorable or
neutral viewpoint to a more critical one
emphasizes how important global events
have the power to alter national media
narratives. This change in perception of
Russia's activities reflects a rising under-
standing of global concerns and their lo-
cal ramifications.
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The February 2022 after the start of
SMO several media sources began to
depict the subject in a more critical light,
departing from their earlier positive or
neutral perspectives. This adjustment
considers the conflict's general effects
on the world and its particular effects
on Bangladesh's diplomatic and eco-
nomic goals. This change was evident
in Bangladeshi media, which reflected
a more critical view of Russia.

This coverage shifted the focus
from Russia's beneficial contributions
to the difficulties created by the conflict,
illuminating worries about the immedi-
ate effects of the conflict on the nation's
economic stability and daily life like
food supply and energy security.

Some media sources remained im-
partial despite the change in the tone.
The significance of diplomatic ties and
continuing joint initiatives between Ban-
gladesh and Russia were emphasized in
these publications as well. For instance,
even amid the geopolitical unrest, cov-
erage of the Rooppur Nuclear Power
Plant and other cooperative ventures
frequently emphasized the efforts' con-
tinued growth and mutual cooperation.
This strategy demonstrates an attempt
to compromise between acknowledging
the strategic and economic importance
of the bilateral relationship while criticiz-
ing Russia's conduct.

Impartial and fair reporting sought
to present a complete picture of the cir-
cumstances without escalating hostili-
ties. Media organizations that followed
this strategy aimed to keep a realistic
view of bilateral ties while navigating the
challenging geopolitical environment.
This involved recognizing both the
long-term benefits of collaboration and
shared interests and the criticism direct-
ed towards Russia by other countries.
This change emphasizes how global
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conflicts may influence national media
narratives and public perceptions, influ-
encing the conversation about foreign
players and their activities.

Following Russia's SMO, several vi-
tal themes surfaced in Bangladeshi me-
dia representations of Russia through-
out the post-operation phase. These
themes show how the media story has
changed and shed light on how the con-
flict has affected Bangladeshi public
opinion and policy decisions. The three
primary themes recognized are human-
itarian concerns, economic concerns,
and geopolitical alignments.

The media coverage following the
operation has made Bangladesh's dip-
lomatic balancing act between Russia
and its Western partners a central focus.
The difficulties of keeping good relations
with Russia while reacting to worldwide
criticism from Western nations were a
common topic of discussion in articles.
The media described Bangladesh as
negotiating a challenging diplomatic
environment which tries to maintain its
long-term connections with Russia in
the face of international criticism and re-
shaping geopolitical alignments.

The strategic significance of Ban-
gladesh's diplomatic ties with both
Russia and Western countries was fre-
quently highlighted in the media. This
included talks about broader geopoliti-
cal changes of the conflict's leading to
multipolar world.

The impact of international sanc-
tions on Russia and their possible ef-
fects on Bangladesh's economy was
another critical issue. Concerns over
interruptions in commerce, invest-
ment, and energy supply were brought
up in media reports. The imposition of
sanctions on Russia has sparked con-
cerns over the possibility of escalated
energy costs and disturbances in the
supply chain, both of which may im-
pact Bangladesh's economic stability.
Expert commentary and analysis on
the potential effects of these sanctions
on Bangladesh's energy industry and
overall economic circumstances were
frequently featured in the coverage.

The articles also covered Ban-
gladesh's potential adjustments to its
economic policy in light of the evolving
geopolitical landscape. This included
revising foreign investment policies, al-
tering trade patterns, and considering
alternate energy sources. Media cov-
erage following the SMO operation fo-
cused more on the humanitarian situa-
tion. Media discussions during analyzed
period on the topic of how the humani-
tarian situation can impact national and
local interest, such as possible flows
of refugees and humanitarian relief ini-
tiatives, were also covered in national
media as well from the view of Bangla-
desh's involvement in resolving these
issues from a diplomatic and possible
assistance or support standpoint.
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